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wanted the people to concentrate on the vindication of the funda-
mental rights of free speech and free association. In this limited
fight, he was anxious to win the support of the Moderates. He
repeatedly urged non-co-operators to cultivate their goodwill, and
himself attended the All-Parties Conference convened by Pandit
Malaviya in Bombay to consider the possibility of a round table
conference with the Government. Gandhiji described its outcome
both as a success and a failure, "success in that it showed an
earnest desire on the part of those who attended to secure a peace-
ful solution of the present trouble, and in that it brought together
under one roof people possessing divergent views" (p. 214),
and a failure because the gravity of the real issue did not seem
to have been realized by all. A compromise resolution was passed
by the Conference, and the Congress Working Committee respond-
ed favourably to it on Gandhiji's advice (pp. 210-1). He how-
ever, was not hopeful of positive results from the proposed round
table conference. He knew the British temper well enough to
be convinced that they would not yield except under sufficient
pressure. "From that standpoint", he said, "I do consider the
idea of the conference for devising a scheme of full swaraj pre-
mature. India has not yet incontestably proved her strength. Her
suffering is great indeed, but nothing and not prolonged enough
for the object in view" (p. 218).
The Government rejected the appeal for a round table con-
ference and, thereupon, as contemplated in the Congress resolu-
tion passed at Ahmedabad in December 1921, Gandhiji decided
to launch mass civil disobedience in Bardoli.   He wrote to the
Viceroy on February 1 to give notice of his intention and make
a last appeal to the latter to end "the lawless repression", promis-
ing that, if the Government made the necessary declaration,  he
would advise the country to engage "in further moulding public
opinion without violent restraint from either side and trust to its
Working to secure the fulfilment of its unalterable demands" (p. 305).
Meanwhile, preparations for mass civil  disobedience  had  been
going on in Bardoli, and Gandhiji was satisfied that the people
had practically fulfilled the conditions for such a campaign  (p.
295).   The Government, too, he declared, had acted with a most
exemplary restraint. "I have watched their conduct with wonder
and admiration.   Both sides have up to the time of writing be-
haved in a manner worthy of chivalrous warriors of old" (p. 297).
Gandhiji eaded the article with a quotation from his favourite
hymn, Lead, Kindly Light.